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West Virginia GIS Technical Center

West Virginia University

Department of Geology and Geography      Eberly College of Arts and Sciences

	ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

	DESCRIPTION:  Economic development facilitates business opportunities and growth throughout the state.  It focuses on enhancing the factors of productive capacity - land, labor, capital, and technology.  
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	MAPPING STATUS:
· The WV Development Office (WV DO) would like to develop an online, GIS-based Economic Development Information System similar to Kentucky’s http://www.thinkkentucky.com/edis/. 
· WVGISTS is nearly done making GIS files for the Development Office’s industrial sites (n=166), parks (n=82) and buildings (n=83). http://www.wvdo.org/realestate/index.html
· WVGIST has created GIS datasets for empowerment zones, enterprise communities, foreign trade zones, air-pollution non-attainment area, proposed highways, regional economic development and workforce boundaries, and other economic development data http://wvgis.wvu.edu//data/data.php?action=search&subject=Economic%20Development&location=ALL+LOCATIONS
· The WV DO can link spatial data to DEP’s Environmental Resource Information System (ERIS) to obtain surface mine status


	DATASETS REQUESTED BY WV DEVELOPMENT OFFICE:

      Italics = sensitive dataset                         GIS coverage available (Y = Yes, N = No, P = Partial, U = Unknown)

	#
	DATASET NAME
	ORIGINATOR(S) / DATA SOURCE
	GIS

	1
	State, county and municipal boundaries
	U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), U.S. Census 
	Y

	2
	Public lands
	U.S. Forest Service, USGS-WV GAP, WV Division of Natural Resources (DNR) 
	Y

	3
	Metropolitan Statistical Areas and Urbanized Areas 
	U.S. Census, Office of Management and Budget
	Y

	4
	Regional Economic Development and Workforce Development boundaries
	Governor's Workforce Investment Office
	Y

	5
	Federal Empowerment Zones, Enterprise Communities, Foreign Trade Zones 
	U.S. Department of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), WV Development Office (DO) 
	Y

	6
	Street, road and highway network, including proposed major highways
	U.S Department of Transportation (DOT), WV DOT 
	Y

	7
	Rail network, including rail spurs by type/frequency of service
	US DOT, USGS
	Y

	8
	Existing and proposed airports and ports
	US DOT
	Y

	9
	Streams, lakes, wetlands, navigable waterways and 100 year floodplains (67% coverage)
	USGS, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. US DOT, FEMA, USACE, WV Soil Conservation Service
	P

	10
	Known industrial sites (166), parks (82) and buildings (83)
	WV Development Office (WV DO)
	P

	11
	Water, sewer, gas, electric and fiber optic communications lines (by size, condition, capacity)
	U.S. DOT, WV Public Service Commission, Utility Companies, Miss Utility
	P

	12
	Existing, proposed and reclaimed surface mines (updated annually)
	WV Geological Survey (27% coverage), WV Department of Environmental Protection (88% open permits, 40% closed permits)
	P

	13
	Air pollution non-attainment areas and endangered streams
	WV DEP, WV DNR
	Y

	14
	Brownfield sites
	WV DEP
	U

	15
	Major highway and rail underpasses and clearance height
	WV DOT
	N

	16
	Vo-tech schools, colleges and universities
	WV Department of Education, 

WV Higher Education Policy Commission
	P

	17
	Large employers
	WV DO, WV Bureau of Employment Programs 
	P

	18


	Major recreation and resort facilities (public and private)
	Public land databases, national business directories
	P

	19
	Generalized Land Use
	USGS, RTI, satellite imagery
	Y


· Extract from WV Framework Document http://wvgis.wvu.edu/stateactivities/framework.html
Economic development facilitates business opportunities and growth throughout the State.  It focuses on enhancing the factors of productive capacity - land, labor, capital, and technology.  Spatial information about businesses and county demographics is often needed for economic development programs.  Geographic information systems (GIS) provide the technology for spatial analysis and for creating cartographic maps.  In the past, the WV GIS Technical Center (WVGISTC) has created GIS maps for statewide, regional, and local economic development applications. 

Spatial data is a valuable resource.  Creating digital geographic data can cost millions of dollars, but when there is a network for data sharing via partnerships, an organization’s individual costs are substantially reduced.  WVGISTC takes a leadership role in creating and publishing the spatial data necessary to support the WV Spatial Data Infrastructure and economic development applications. In addition to base map layers like streams and roads, WVGISTC publishes economic development GIS datasets such as empowerment zones, enterprise communities, foreign trade zones, air-pollution non-attainment areas, proposed highways, regional economic development and workforce boundaries, and other economic development data 

Through the State Technical Center’s efforts, GIS files are nearly completed for the Development Office’s industrial sites (n=166), parks (n=82) and buildings (n=83).  These industrial property datasets are required for the WV Development Office’s (WV DO) plans to develop an online, GIS and web-based Economic Development Information System similar to Kentucky’s.  The WV GIS Technical Center will continue to provide technical support regarding map ping and web services for this endeavor.

WVGISTC, 3/03
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